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2020 Award Winners
Volunteer of the Year: Jim Eisenhart, Jr.
¨ Educator of the Year: Janice Blair
¨ Professional of the Year: Chris Bentz
¨ Media Conservation Award: Alfredo Mercuri
¨ Forest Stewardship Award: The Stewardship Crew at Hawk Mountain Sanctuary
¨ Conservation Organization of the Year: Berks Nature
¨ Conservation Service Award—Business: Clauser Environmental, LLC
¨ Conservation Service Award—Public: Charlie Mull
¨ Youth Conservationist of the Year: Maddison Quick
¨ Dr. James S. Shadle Conservation Farm of the Year: Hope Hill Lavender Farm
¨

·

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR: Jim Eisenhart, Jr. aka “Hiker Jim E.” who has done much to
promote hiking and trail issues within the county. He has a Facebook page called “Schuylkill
County Hikes” and has formed a dedicated cadre of volunteers wo, in turn, share their love of
hiking.

·

EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR:
Janice Blair is the favorite fourth grade teacher from Blue
Mountain Elementary East that you remember for the rest of your life. She has organized
memorable field trips for her students and is pivotal in insuring quality education for her students over many years of teaching.

·

PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR:
Chris Bentz is an engineer for Alfred Benesch &
Company who has served as a leader in assisting Wayne Lehman with his many projects to
improve water quality. Chris has been an Associate Director for many years and has helped
on projects since 2008. He managed our West Branch Phase 1 Project where he designed a
flow loss abatement project to stop water loss from the West Branch Schuylkill River to the
Pine Knot Mine Pool to keep the West Branch from drying up. Also, he was involved with the
West Branch Phase 2 design which was the same concept a the West Branch Phase 1. We’re working with him on the
West Creek Flow Loss to keep water from being lost in West Creek to the Oak Hill Mine Pool. Alexa Smith is working
with Chris and Alfred Benesch on the Randolph and Lucianna AMD discharge treatment systems designs. Schuylkill
Headwaters Association worked with Chris on the Reevesdale AMD treatment system optimization. Chris is also an
avid outdoorsman, hunter, and fisherman.

·

MEDIA CONSERVATION AWARD: Alfredo Mercuri hosts a clever and extremely popular podcast titled “Around
the Coal Region Campfire” that addresses many issues, and hosts personalities from Schuylkill County.

·

FOREST STEWARDSHIP AWARD: The Stewardship Crew at Hawk Mountain Sanctuary has been working through
COVID-19 by continuing their work to control invasive species, creating habitat and making sure the trails and
facilities at the sanctuary are available for the thousands of visitors that come through every year. They are
currently working to complete a 25 plus acre of Cerulean Warbler habitat in addition to everything else they do. The
project includes invasive treatment and
thinning trees in order to get more sunlight to the forest floor for future
trees to grow.

·

CONSERVATION ORGANIZATION OF THE YEAR: Berks Nature president Kim Murphy, engineered the acquisition
of a conservation easement on a farm in southern Schuylkill County, ensuring the protection of hundreds of acres of
land from future development. At 342 acres, the conservation easement on Dennis and Pauline Fehr’s Wayne
Township property makes it the second-largest in the 42-year history of Berks Nature. While Berks Nature is the
holder of the easement, the protection of the property will continue to make significant contributions to regional
agricultural sustainability and the thriving Schuylkill County Agricultural Land Program. The acquisition of the Fehr
easement adds to the more than 8,000 acres of land that Berks Nature has protected since its inception as the Berks
County Conservancy in 1974. Berks nature has also provide able assistance to the Schuylkill County Conservancy.

·

CONSERVATION SERVICE AWARD-BUSINESS: Clauser Environmental, LLC is a family-owned and operated
environmental and educational consulting firm that serves Eastern Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and surrounding areas.
Over ten years ago, this company was created with a clear commitment to providing the highest quality expert
services with a common sense, muddy hip boots approach. Major assistance has been provided to Conservation
District projects.

·

CONSERVATION SERVICE AWARD-PUBLIC: Charlie Mull is a member of Schuylkill County Trout Unlimited and also
Schuylkill Headwaters Association.
Charlie has done much for clean water from cleanups, tending the
organizations’ trout nurseries, and assisting with trout stockings throughout the county.

·

YOUTH CONSERVATIONIST OF THE YEAR: Maddison Quick is a student at Mahanoy Area High School and is
being acknowledged for her significant achievement of attaining a “Top Ten” status in the 2020 Pennsylvania
“Virtual Envirothon”.

·

DR. JAMES S. SHADLE CONSERVATION FARM OF THE YEAR: Hope Hill Lavender Farm is owned and operated by
Troy and Wendy Jochems. Visit their farm to experience and learn about the many benefits of lavender and visit
their store to see the vast array of lavender products.

-

The Erosion and Sediment (E&S) Control Program focuses on the conservation of
Schuylkill County’s soil and water resources. In an attempt to control sediment pollution
from erosion, PA state regulations require persons proposing or conducting earth
disturbance activities to develop, implement and maintain best management practices
(BMP’s) to minimize the potential for accelerated erosion and sedimentation and to
manage post construction stormwater.
The District provides technical assistance and reviews E&S control plans and NPDES
permits for earth disturbance activities. Site inspectors are conducted to ensure that E&S
plans are implemented and that Best Management Practices (BMP’s) are properly
installed. By doing this, the District strives to meet its goal of minimizing accelerated
erosion and sediment pollution to the waters of the Commonwealth as a result of
earthmoving activities.

2020 E&S Year in Review
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

1182 acres of earth disturbance proposed in the county
Conducted 77 reviews of E&S plans or NPDES applications
20 new or renewal general NPDES Permit applications were authorized
6 Individual NPDES Permit applications were recommended for authorization
to the DEP Northeast Regional Office
1279 hours of technical assistance were provided to engineers, landowners,
municipal officials, and contractors
Investigated 14 complaints related to earth disturbance activity
Conducted 32 inspections at 21 different sites

The goal of the Chesapeake Bay Program is to reduce nutrients and sediment entering local streams and
waterways by the implementation of Conservation/Ag E & S Plans and nutrient or manure management plans
(NMPs or MMPs) through the installation of best management practices (BMPs). For over 30 years, the
Chesapeake Bay Program, funded by Pennsylvania’s Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), has
provided costshare and technical assistance through the Schuylkill Conservation District (SCD) to agricultural
operations in the Susquehanna River Watershed within Schuylkill County. In 2010, the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) formalized pollution limits, giving each state specific numeric targets for nitrogen,
phosphorous and sediment pollution reductions they must achieve by 2025. Recent mandated efforts in the
Chesapeake Bay cleanup place an emphasis on compliance with clean water regulations, their enforcement
and potential penalties for non-compliance. In 2019, DEP provided the EPA with a third update to the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed Implementation, WIP3, outlining how each county in the watershed would be
meeting their calculated reduction targets for nitrogen and phosphorous by 2025. In 2020, DEP provided
each county with the calculated total pounds of nitrogen and phosphorous that needed to be reduced by the
2025 deadline. Each county within the Bay Watershed is responsible developing a Watershed Implementation
Plan specific for that county outlining how the county will meet the required nutrient reduction goals. The
initial planning process for Schuylkill County began this year.
Since 2016, as mandated by DEP, the SCD has annually completed 50 compliance inspections of farming
operations. The inspections are to determine whether or not landowners have met their conservation
(Ag E & S) and manure management planning regulatory requirements by documenting that landowners are in
possession of these plans. Chapter 102 regulations require all agricultural operations to implement a conservation plan or agricultural E & S
plan on all cropped land and to address runoff from Animal Concentration Areas (ACAs). Chapter 91.36 requires a nutrient management or a
manure management plan on all operations where manure is produced and/or utilized.
The Bay Coordinator administers several agricultural Growing Greener Grants and is responsible for their completion and implementation. BMP
projects require coordination between the landowner, design engineer, participating agencies and contractors from the initial planning of the
project, agreeing on a final design, conducting the bidding process, providing quality assurance during construction, completing the required
reimbursement documentation and implementing the payment for the finished project. Technical assistance is provided for planning,
surveying, design and quality assurance during construction of Bay related projects, NRCS projects (EQIP and CREP), SCD Ag Special Projects
and SCD watershed Acid Mine Discharge Projects. A Growing Greener Grant was prepared and submitted for the implementation of a
conservation plan requiring the installation of multiple BMPs on a beef/poultry/grain farm in the Mahantango watershed. DEP approved
$750,000 for the construction of BMPs proposed in this grant.

2020 PROJECTS INCLUDED:
Growing Greener Funded:

·
·

Equine operation: Heavy use area protection, fencing, roof runoff control, stormwater control

·
·

Beef/grain operation: Heavy use area protection, filter area

Turkey poultry/grain operation: 160’ x 50’ roofed manure storage for stacking 6 months poultry manure, roof runoff system, heavy use
area protection, water control structure, waste transfer
Two operations that were ready to begin construction and were to receive funding, terminated the projects due to financial constraints as
a result of the COVID19 situation. In order to use the funding, two other farming operations with projects requiring assistance have been
proposed to DEP. Additional paperwork and designs have been completed and submitted to DEP. The SCD is waiting for DEP to approve
the change in the scope of work for the grants anticipating project construction in 2021.

Delaware Watershed Planning Growing Greener Grant:

·
·
·

5 Manure Management Plans: 209 acres
1 NRCS 590 NMP: 207 acres
9 Ag E & S Plans: 665 acres

OTHER Funding (NRCS EQIP, SCD Funding):

·
·
·
·

Beef/sheep/grain operation: 120’ animal walkway, 30’ streambank protection, 2 water control structures, 5 water facilities, 1 stream
crossing
Dairy/grain operation: 425’ x 50’ grassed waterway
Small beef/grain operation: 120’ animal walkway, 390’ pasture fencing, 50’ streambank protection, 1350 sq. ft. heavy use area protection
Concrete manure storage tank fence replacement project Swatara Creek watershed: Available funding was used to replace dilapidated,
aged, inadequate, and unsafe fencing, with 5 foot chain-link fence, gates and warning signs on four round concrete liquid manure
storages constructed in the 1990’s. The storages were inspected for integrity and are still fully functional

The Resources Enhancement and Protection Program (REAP) allows farmers and businesses to earn tax credits in exchange for “Best
Management Practices” (BMPs) on agricultural operations that will enhance farm production and protect natural resources. The program is
administered by the State Conservation Commission (SCC) and the tax credits are granted by the Pennsylvania Department of Revenue. SCD
staff provides assistance with application completion and provides the necessary verification required on the REAP applications.
The Schuylkill Conservation District recognizes that there are still many farms that require BMPs and will continue to offer technical assistance
to poultry and livestock farmers in the Mahantango (including Pine and Deep Creeks), Wiconisco, Catawissa, Swatara, and Mahanoy Creek
watersheds who are interested in improving water quality through manure and nutrient management and/or installing best management
practices. The SCD staff is committed to helping Schuylkill County farmers improve their farms and our shared environment. We do this by
providing technical assistance, which includes planning, surveying, designing and implementing BMPs, as well as finding funding sources to
pay for the practices. The District is willing to assist qualifying landowners in obtaining grants and costshare monies from other funding
sources.

-

The purpose of the Dirt, Gravel, and Low Volume Roads Maintenance Program is to create a better public road system with a
reduced environmental impact. The Program focuses on “Environmentally Sensitive Road Maintenance Practices” that reduce
the impact of road runoff and sediment to local streams, while reducing long term road maintenance costs. Any state or local
public entity that owns and maintains public roads is eligible to apply for funding, such as townships, boroughs, cities,
counties, PA Game Commission, PennDOT, PA Fish & Boat Commission.
Act 89 of 2013 increased funding to the PA Dirt and Gravel Road Maintenance Program from $5M to $35M annually and
expanded the program to low-volume sealed or paved roads with less than 500 cars per day. This funding increase made over
$300,000 available annually in Schuylkill County to create a better public road system with a reduced environmental impact
and reduced long-term maintenance costs.
Applications for funding are accepted year-round. Applications are reviewed and ranked after July 1st each year to award
funding. See the websites below for more information.

Back Road Stream Crossing, Ryan Township

Dirt & Gravel Road Projects 2019-2020
Pine Grove Borough

Canal Street

$20,714.00

Tremont Borough

North Crescent Street

$42,735.00

Ryan Township

Back Road Phase 3

$117,759.00

Low Volume Road Projects 2019-2020
Rush Township

Keller & Ye Old Hauto Roads

$143,755.98

For more information, visit:
www.schuylkillcd.com/departments/dirt,-gravel-and-low-volume-road-maintenance-program
https://www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu/pa-program-resources/conservation-districts/schuylkill-county

—

Construction was completed in the fall on the Swatara
Creek Floodplain Restoration Phase 1 project to restore
10.5 acres of floodplain along the eastern bank of
Swatara Creek within the Borough of Pine Grove. The
floodplain project was “tested” on Christmas Eve night
December

24,

2020

into

early

Christmas

Day

December 25, 2020 with a peak water depth of 28
inches flowing through the floodplain project while the
homes and businesses in Pine Grove Borough to the
west of the project did not receive any flood waters
from Swatara Creek.

The Lorberry Treatment System Rehab construction was
completed spring 2020 increasing treatment capacity of
the system for the Rowe Tunnel AMD discharge. The
system is performing good, removing between 75% to
95% total iron from the discharge water.

An active

treatment component or further treatment system
expansion would allow for treatment of the higher
flows, associated with rainy weather, from Rowe Tunnel
that currently bypass the system.

-

The Schuylkill County Agricultural Land preservation program had another successful year in 2020. It
was the County program’s 30th year. The county program added three properties to the list of preserved
farms, bringing the County’s running total to 111 farms. The 109th farm was the Craig & Theresa
Luckenbill farm, which encompasses 147.73 acres in Wayne Township. The 110th farm was the Alice
Yurkonis Farm, which encompasses 14.97 acres in Union Township. Finally, the 111th farm was the
Nelson Moyer, Machelle Itle, and Megan Shawver farm, which is composed of 49.68 acres in South
Manheim Township. To date, there are 111 farms in Schuylkill County that are preserved in perpetuity
covering a little over 11,421 acres.
The Schuylkill County Agriculture Land Preservation Board also selected the next three farms for
easement purchase in 2020. The SCALPB is anticipating that these farms will be presented for the State
Board approval sometime in 2021.
The 30th Ranking Round included 76 farms comprising just over 6,488 acres. There is also a list of
interested applicants kept on file who do not currently meet all the criteria required for eligibility in the
program. The most common criteria that applicants failed to meet was the inclusion in an established
Agricultural Security Area, or ASA. The Agricultural Land Preservation Program was derived from the
Agricultural Area Security Law, and enrollment in an ASA occurs at the local municipality level. The ASA
has three main functions: it’s a prerequisite for applying for the county agricultural land preservation program, it provides protection
from local nuisance ordinances relating to normal farming practices, and provides additional protection in certain cases of eminent
domain. These application that did not meet the minimum requirements for eligibility were not included in the 2020 rankings. However,
these applicants can always be reconsidered in future ranking rounds once all of the criteria for eligibility are met.
Seven new applicants were received in 2020, demonstrating the continued interest throughout the county in this valuable program.
These new applicants will be ranked for the 2021 funding year, which will be the 31st round since the program began. The new
applicants show that the program is still very popular among producers in the county.
While there is no shortage of interested applicants in Schuylkill County, the biggest obstacle that continues to hold the program back is
available funding. The average funding over the last few years typically allows for only one or two farms to be selected for easement
purchase each year. However, every farm that is preserved is a victory that benefits us all, and every dollar of funding gets us closer to
our goals. The continued support of the County Commissioners is greatly appreciated and we would like to thank them, as they have
assisted us in getting together the funding necessary to keep the program going. We are very dedicated to this program, and are doing
what we can to keep preserving our county’s precious farmland.
Urban sprawl is a problem that is very real and continues to threaten Schuylkill County’s agriculture land. Unfortunately, it seems to be
increasing, especially in the southern and eastern portions of the county. The Schuylkill County Agriculture Land Preservation Program is
one way we can combat the loss of productive farmland, and anyone who is interested in the program should contact Brittany Moore at
(570) 622-3742 x 3325 for an information packet and application.
-

During the year of 2020, Schuylkill County had 21 farms with nutrient management plans. Eleven of these farms are
CAFOs, and ten are CAOs. All of these farms are regulated by Act 38 nutrient management program. All CAFOs are required to be reviewed and permitted by DEP, and have additional regulations that they must follow. All farms regulated by
Act 38 are also required to have an up-to-date Ag Erosion and Sediment Control plan to comply with Chapter 102 Erosion
and Sediment Control Operations. For most farms, this requirement is covered by an NRCS Conservation Plan.
The SCD is delegated by the State conservation Commission (SCC) to administer the Act 38 program. This delegation also
includes the Chapter 91 Manure Management Program. Unlike Act 38, which regulates larger farms, Chapter 91 includes all
operations, big or small, that raise livestock or utilize manure. This includes operations with just a few animals, equine
facilities, and 4-H project animals.
All farms in Pennsylvania are also regulated by the Chapter 102 – Erosion and Sediment Control Program. Farms that utilize
plowing and tilling (including no-till) activities in the fields and pastures, as well as any farms with animal heavy use area
over 5,000 sq. ft. are required to have an Agriculture Erosion and Sediment Control Plan. Conservation plans developed by
NRCS meet the Ag E&S requirements, as long as they are current and meet tolerable soil loss.
The SCD’s goal is to provide technical assistance and information to the agriculture community in order to help reach a
voluntary compliance. Anyone that has an agriculture operation, large or small, that is unsure of whether or not they are in
compliance with these regulations can contact ScD for assistance.
The District thanks all county livestock operators who have cooperated by complying with the Act38/Chapter 91 and Chapter 102 regulations.
Improvement of our water quality is the goal of this
program, and their hard work is very much appreciated.
2020 Year in Review:
8 Nutrient Management Plans were reviewed and approved, covering 429 acres

¨

4 Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) Plans

¨

4 Concentrated Animal Operation (CAO) Plans

6 Operators assisted with developing Manure Management Plans
2 Educational Events
Various Complaints Investigated

The Tillage Radish at work – This Cover cop loosens soil
while also preventing topsoil runoff during the winter months.

Continuing the Growth of Parks and Recreation
Visitors continued taking advantage of the major improvements to
facilities at Sweet Arrow Lake County Park (SAL) in 2020. Park visitors
were estimated to be over 50,000 for 2020. The Clubhouse and other
rental facilities are truly unique and desirable for all kinds of activities.
However, due to COVID-19 restrictions on social gatherings, the park
saw significant decreases in both private and public events compared
to previous years. During 2020, only about $7,000 worth of income
was derived from paid building rentals. Approximately 3,700 people
attended functions and programs at the Clubhouse and Pavilions. The
average number of facility uses was only 2.3/week for a total of 119
scheduled uses for the year. These statistics average out to approximately a quarter of uses and
revenue compared to the last few years at the park.
Despite a shortened season due to COVID-19 restrictions, the boat rental concessions performed
very well in 2020. $4,407 was earned from canoe and kayak rentals with 522 users in 2020.
Additionally, 22 boat mooring tags were sold for $880. These numbers were an all time high for SAL.
It is estimated that there were over 50,000 park visitors which included fishermen, boaters, hikers,
geocachers, and disc golfers. In spite of organized events and programs decreasing, the park saw a
record number of daily park visits. It was believed that the ability to follow COVID-19 safety
guidelines and remaining open for public use throughout the year brought more park visitors to SAL
in 2020 that any year prior. Many community members took advantage of the trails, water activities,
and open spaces.
Although the major phases of construction are complete, the park is constantly improving. At the
end of 2016 Schuylkill County was awarded a construction grant for the development of the Waterfall
Parking Lot. Construction on the project was completed at the end of 2019. This project resulted in
a resurfaced parking lot, a large pavilion with attached kitchen for rentals, bathhouse, and upgraded
utilities. Unfortunately, because of restrictions on social gatherings, the new Waterfall Pavilion did
not see as many paid events as hoped, but it did host its first events including a few public programs
and the project has been well received by the community.
Other park improvements in 2020 included a new stone picnic grove near the Clubhouse. This
project was made possible by a generous donation from the Sweet Arrow Lake Conservation
Association (SALCA). Also, a handicap accessible swing was installed at the playground, thanks to
the Pine Grove Lions Club. A floating walkway was installed on Big Dam Trail as part of a local boy
scout’s Eagle Scout project. Renovations were also made inside the Clubhouse including resurfacing
the hardwood flooring in the main hall, as well as repainting the bathrooms and kitchen.
Events and Happenings
Although public events and programs were limited at the park in 2020, several events were still able
to be hosted while staying within COVID-19 safety guidelines. Annual well attended programs such
as Groundhog Day, Fire and Ice Festival, Family Fun Fishing, Seedling Sale, and the Schuylkill
Conservation District Awards were held with great success. SALCA, Lutheran Diakon, and Friends of
Schuylkill Parks and Recreation were key partners in procuring, presenting and paying for the many
programs in the park. Other park programs that were able to be hosted included programs on Native
Americans, Astronomy, insects, and live music. Virtual events were also used for the first time at the
park for events such as the Popcorn Hat Children’s Theatre.
With the lessons learned from 2020, it is hoped that the park will be able to offer a fuller public
event schedule in 2021. Several more events are slated for the coming year to comply with public
safety guidelines in place.

Business Meeting
Class Reunion
Educational For-profit
Educational N/P
Other
Pavilion
Small Pavilions
Co. Agency/Affiliation
Public Event
Small Class reunion
Small Party
Wedding Rehearsal
Wedding
Number of uses

2018
30
0
1
0
0
36
20
26
39
3
100
20
24
299

Income $

Number persons attending rental functions
Ave. Number uses per week
Average uses per day

$32,089.00

14,917
5.8
0.819

2019
32
0
0
14
0
35
12
10
83
0
91
23
27
327

2020
18
0
0
1
0
16
4
3
42
0
30
2
3
119

$31,775.00

$7,060.00

14,872
6.3
0.895

3,751
2.3
0.32

-

-

—
-

